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REMARKS 

TTiis Response is submitted in reply to the Office Action mailed Februaty 1 1 2004 
("the Action"). Claims 1-15 are pending in the application but stand rejected as being 
anticipated under §102 (b). 

The Prior Art Reiectinr^ 

TTie Action rejects all of the pending claims (Claims 1-15) as being anticipated by 
reference U.S. Patent No. 3.808,636 to Gouba rOouba"). Appficants respectfully disagree 

More particularly, the Action states that Gouba teaches a link-cutting machine 
"similar to the Applicant's claimed packing mechanism" with the "first end portion having a 
fork-like or curved shape." However. Ooubap„>poses a mechanism for cutting a chain of 
articles (such as sausages) using a sensing device 30 with an elongate a™ 38 and a lower 
(horizontal) finger 36 which swing vertically so that the finger is able to "sense the presence 
of a Imk joining area on the sausage upstream of a cutting device 32" (col. 2, lines 20-25 and 
36-40, Figures 3-6). Notably, the device proposed by Gouba compresses a portion of the 
sausage upstream of a cutting device 32 and fails to te^T, .„f>f>.,t .w.. 
admcent se p memt. of suspended Hon,>.te t>»vh.ct .1.^ .. ^^^ ^^e arm 38 of 

Gouba appears to pivot or move (up and down) relative to a fixed longitudinal location and 
has a very limited longitudinaj stroke. 

In contrast, in some embodiments, the present invention is directed to a high-dcnsity 
packing member that moves repetitively with a generally longitudinal stroke topu^hadi^. 
Sepuer^ts Qf^ ^ m pr ^Ipngafc nmdiict clos«- tnp ^),^ a ^^ri^ (typicaUy a rod). 

Claim 1 recites in part: 

A packing mechanism for arranging suspended elongated product 
on a earner member, comprising: "s 

f» elongated packing arm having an associated length and opposing 
first and second end portions, said first end portion comprising a contact 
member that has spaced apart first and second fingers, wherein, in 
operation, the contact member is adapted to periodically contact a portion 



PAGE 10/15 ' RCVD AT 4/30(2004 12:06:47 PM (Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/S ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:919 854 1401 * DURATION (innhss):0348 



APR. 30. 2004 12:08PM MBS&S 919 854-1401 ~ ^ NO. 0170— ^P. 11/1 



Attorney Docket No. 9281-lODV 
Application Serial No. 10/635.735 
Pages 

^T^^'l^ elongated item held oo a carrier member toca«seadiac«tt 

Clearly, Gouda foils to teach or suggest, inter alia, configuring the mechanism to 
move suspended portions or item(s) closer together on a carrier member. The dependent 
claims recite additional novel subject matter, such as a gap in the fingers that «ceive at least a 
portion ofthe carrier member (..e. Claims 16andl8). Accordingly. Applicants 
respectfully request that this rejection be withdrawn. 

New Claii^.t 

Claims 1 6-20 have been added to form a «or<^ complete dafan set for the pending 
apphcation and are supported by the specification. Entry, consideration and allowance of 
same is respectfully requested. 

Claim AmendmentQ 

Certain of the original claims have been amended in a non-nanowing manner for 

clarity. 

Information Disclosur e Statement ( "IDS") 

Applicant notes that examineivinitialed copies of Forms PTO-1449 filed with 
appHcant's Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) dated August 6. 2003 did not accompany 
the Action. A copy of this previously submitted IDS is attached for ease of reference. 
Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner acknowledge consideration of the 
references cited therein. 

In addition, out of an abundance of caution. Applicants submitted a supplemental IDS 
April 22. 2004. A returned initialed Form PTO 1449 indicating consideration of the 
references listed thereon is also respectfully requested. 
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Conclusion 

Applicants submit that the present application is in condition for allowance and the 
same i. earnestly solicited Should the Examiner have any matters outstanding of resolution, 
he IS encouraged to telephone the undersigned at 919-854-1400 for expeditious handling 



USPTO Customer No. 20792 

Myers Bigel Sibley & Sajovec 
Post OfiHce Box 37428 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27627 
Telephone; 919/854-1400 
Facsimile: 919/854-1401 



Respectfiilly submitted. 




JuSe H/ Richardson 

ationNo. 40,142 



CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 
... ^ UNDER 37 CFR 1.8 

nmr. vi, rtfr^f^ correspondence is being fecsiaiile transmitted to ihe Patent and TWemaik 

OIBcej(ia die central fecsimile number 703-872-9306 on April 30. 2004. i™ieinartc 

Rosk Lee Brinsco^ 
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